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1. Potteries

Registration No.

125/2516 Earthenware, Height 7 cm. Rim diameter 8.50 cm.

127/2516 Earthenware, Height 9.50 cm. Rim diameter 7 cm.

128/2516 Earthenware, Height 8 cm. Rim diameter 6 cm.

Prehistoric Period: circa 4,500 = 1,800 years ago.

From the excavation at Non Nok Tha archaeological sites in Ban Na Di, Nong Na

Kham district, Khon Kaen province

The first group is small pedestal potteries in
perfect condition, wide mouth with cord mark decora-
tions around body and bottom. The second group Is
some large size potteries with pointed shape bottom,
cut edged rim, polished decorations around neck and

shoulder with cord mark and parallel lines decorations

around body and bottom.

These are important finds from the site’s
middle period and Non Nok Tha is one of the first excavation sites of Khon Kaen.
Analysis of the pottery shows the prepared clay was combined with chaff. This indi-

cates an agricultural community existed at Ban Non Nok Tha about 4,500 years ago.

2. Shell Beads and earrings

Registration No.

<y BB T B
PR, L 2 RN A
4 11

Prehistoric Period: circa 2,500 — 1,800 years ago.
From Ban Non Chai, Mueang district, Khon Kaen

province

The flat=round beads and ear ornaments
made of the Giant clams’ shell demonstrates that be-
sides trade with neighboring areas, there was a net-

work of trade between people in Non Chai and others
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who lived by the sea. The commodities of Non Chai were inferred from the evi-

dences of their productions such as potteries, salt and the condiment of fermented

fish.

3. Boundary marker sandstone
depicting Buddha’s life scene

“Weeping Pimpa”

Registration No. 225/2516

Dvaravati style, 10th = 11th Century A.D.
Sandstone, Height 190 cm. Width 68 cm.

Found at Mueang Fa Daed Sung Yang, Kamalasai

district, Kalasin province

This boundary marker is a flat plate of

one-sided carved which was broken but has been

restored, with a lotus petal shape on top. There are two parts of the carving; the
lower part has figures of four guards on a bastion with an arched gate that is
crowned by a three-tier terraced roof of prasat style.

The upper part is carved in a scene that comprising a person with a halo
around his head, in a seated posture with feet hanging, under a wooden arched
structure. This is believed to be the Lord Buddha. On his right side, two men are
squatting on the floor with one knee bent up, The nearest one is wearing a pointed
top crown which represents the high caste status. There are two sitting ladies on the
opposite side, the closer one is squatting on the floor in a polite attitude, spreading
her hair to clean Lord Buddha’s foot. The other seated woman is holding a baby who
points his finger toward the Buddha, this might be his son, Prince Rahule.

The carving of this boundary marker depicts a life scene of the Lord Bud-

dha, the story of visiting Kabilaphas city to bless his father and relatives. He gave a
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sermon to Princess Yasothara at her pavilion. To show her deep feeling of reverence,

the princess brushed Lord Buddha’s feet with her hair.

This kind of boundary marker is specific to the Dvaravati art style that was
found in the upper northeastern region. Being the only one of this scene ever found,
it is one of the nation’s masterpieces and valuable as art, historical art, and archaeo-

logical evidence, and as an expression of the Buddhism of Thailand.

4. Boundary marker depict-
ing the Jataka story

“Kulawaka Jataka”
Registration No. 227/2516
Dvaravati style, 8th — 10th Century A.D.

Sandstone, Height 83 cm.
Width 92 cm.

Found at Mueang Fa Daed Sung Yang, Kamalasai district, Kalasin province

This boundary marker is a flat plate of one-side carved sandstone which
has broken. The upper part with lotus petal shape on top is remaining and shows a
group of four persons with two animals. The man with head ornament, earrings and
necklace, carved in the center part is a main subject. With right hand holding a
weapon, he is seated on a platform, in an attitude of left leg folded and right leg
hanging to the floor. On the right are three ladies with ornamentation, there is a bird
perching on the right hand of the closer one. The carving on the left side depicts an
ornamented elephant. Behind these scenes are trees.

This scene is interpreted as the Kulawaka Jataka story which represents
the result of getting a better life by acting in charity. Because Indra wanted to
encourage Suchada to maintain the five rules of moral training, he guided a heron;
the reborn of Suchada, to heaven in appreciation of the merit of him and three other

ladies.
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The boundary markers with Buddhist depiction are characteristic of the

Dvaravati art style which was generally found in the ancient towns (about aged 8th —

10th Century A.D.) of the northeastern of Thailand.

5. Buddha votive tablet

Registration No. 607/2522

Dvaravati style, 9th = 10th Century A.D.
Terracotta, Height 15 cm. Width 7.5 cm.
Found from the excavation at Na Dun district,

Mahasarakham province

This rectangular votive tablet was molded

to display the main Buddha in Samadhi posture

seated on a lotus flower-shaped pedestal with an
arched throne, a flame-like halo around his head. There are a group of persons
in front who put their hands together to pay homage to the Buddha. There is
a woman seated in saluting attitude on the platform in the right lower part, but a man
seated on the left platform has turned his face out.

On the upper part, there are two pairs of floating Buddha and the one on
the upper center is similar to the main image but smaller size.

This would be a depiction of the Buddha’s life scene “The miracle of
double appearances” at the city of Savatthi which is one of the famous scenes that
was molded in the Dvaravati art style in the northeastern region, especially Mueang

Nakhon Champasri in Mahasarakham province.
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6. Buddha votive tablet
Registration No. 468/2522

Dvaravati style, 9th = 10th Century A.D.
Terracotta, Height 8.30 cm. Width 13.50 cm.

IR

Found from the excavation at Na Dun district, Mahasarakham

province

This votive tablet was molded in the form of a standing Buddha leaning
slightly out of balance on a lotus, gesture of Vitarka (preaching) by right hand, round
face with conical shape hair curls, is topped by a halo in the form of a lotus bud with
a flame-like motif on the back. He is flanked by high-caste dressed up persons
(Thevada) in the attitude of putting their hands together in salute toward the center,
there are miniature stupas above each of them and in the uppermost corners over
each stupa is a circle, with a glowing radius.

This is one of the famous types of votive tablet in the Dvaravati art style
which was found in the northeastern region, especially from the monuments In

Mahasarakham province.

7. Buddha votive tablet

Registration No. 423/2516

Dvaravati style, 9th = 10th Century A.D.

Terracotta, Height 14.10 cm. Width 8.80 cm.

Found at Mueang Fa Daed Sung Yang, Kamalasai

district, Kalasin province

This rounded arch-shaped tablet, has an
image of the Buddha in Samadhi posture seated on a
lotus flower-shaped pedestal in the centre. He is clad
in open mode that leaves the right shoulder bare by

the obviously red-painted robe. There is a notched curved

halo spread around the Buddha.
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The characteristics of this Buddha with long thin face and body represent

an outstanding local style. As none of this type was found in any other ancient towns
of the northeastern region, it is possible that this was made only in Mueang Fa Daed

Sung Yang.

8. Vajradhara

Registration No. 1/2530
Lopburi style, 13th Century A.D.
Sandstone, Height 56 cm. Width 35 cm.

Found at Ku Kaew, Mueang district, Khon Kaen province

This male sculpture is seated in the cross-leg pos-

ture (Samadhi) on a lotus petal pedestal with
“Vajrahummakarn” hands attitude, a posture of the highest Buddha in Tantra
which means the “Arthi Buddha”, who gave birth to various Buddha.

This image wears earrings and crown-shaped head gear with a head band.
He was holding lotus petal-like objects in both two hands and crossed at his chest
level. There is an adjacent shaft under the pedestal to join the base.

The artistic features of this Vajradhara resemble the one found at Ku Santarat,
suggesting an inter-relation between them in Lopburi art style, which began around

13th Century A.D.

9. Inscription of Arokhayasala Ku Kaew

(Ancient Public Hospital)

Registration No. 4/2530
Ancient Khmer Alphabet, Sanskrit Language, 13th Century A.D.
Sandstone, Height 38 cm. Width 22.50 — 24.50 cm.

Found at Ku Kaew, Mueang district, Khon Kaen province
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The characteristics of this Buddha with long thin face and body represent

an outstanding local style. As none of this type was found in any other ancient towns
of the northeastern region, it is possible that this was made only in Mueang Fa Daed

Sung Yang.

8. Vajradhara

Registration No. 1/2530
Lopburi style, 13th Century A.D.
Sandstone, Height 56 cm. Width 35 cm.

Found at Ku Kaew, Mueang district, Khon Kaen province

This male sculpture is seated in the cross-leg pos-

ture (Samadhi) on a lotus petal pedestal with
“Vajrahummakarn” hands attitude, a posture of the highest Buddha in Tantra
which means the “Arthi Buddha”, who gave birth to various Buddha.

This image wears earrings and crown-shaped head gear with a head band.
He was holding lotus petal-like objects in both two hands and crossed at his chest
level. There is an adjacent shaft under the pedestal to join the base.

The artistic features of this Vajradhara resemble the one found at Ku Santarat,
suggesting an inter-relation between them in Lopburi art style, which began around

13th Century A.D.

9. Inscription of Arokhayasala Ku Kaew

(Ancient Public Hospital)

Registration No. 4/2530
Ancient Khmer Alphabet, Sanskrit Language, 13th Century A.D.
Sandstone, Height 38 cm. Width 22.50 — 24.50 cm.

Found at Ku Kaew, Mueang district, Khon Kaen province
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This tent-like stone inscription was damaged and lost its lower part. Khmer
scripts are inscribed on four sides in the Sanskrit language. The praising content
refers to “Prapaisachaya Khuru Vaithuraya Prapa” who was the Bhodhisattava of
Mahayan Buddhism that defends the mankind from sickness. There is also wording
to laud King Jayavarman VII, who gave royal orders to build the Arokhayasala for both
hospitality purpose and the practice of religious rituals. The ordinary mentions are
about the regulations of the hospital, numbers of attendants, disbursement of food
and medical supplies and the belongings of the premises.

The content of this stone inscription is in accordance with the other inscrip-
tions found in the same type of monastic structures in the northeastern region, such
as Tamuen Toj and Prasat inscriptions from Surin province, Daan Prakum inscription

from Buriram province and Pimai inscription from Nakhon Ratchasima province, etc.

10. Buddha protected by the hood of the
mythical serpent (Naga)

Registration No. 445/2516

Lopburi style, 12th Century A.D.

Sandstone, Height 100 cm. Width 46 cm.

Found from the excavation of Ku Santarat, Na Dun

district, Mahasarakham province

This Crowned Buddha under Naga is seated

on three superimposed coils of a Naga that slope down
to the end on the lower part, there Is a seven-headed
Naga spreading to cover the Buddha’s head on the back side. The Buddha wears a
banded head gear, topped by a conical-shaped crown that is decorated with a jew-
eled pattern. Mercy appears on the rectangular face in a slight smile.

This might be the Buddha in Samadhi posture. Although both hands were
broken away and are missing, there are still traces of adjoining hands resting over the

lap. The inner monastic robe end hanging down and the robe draped over the body

look invisible.
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11. Shiva or Dvarapala (Nondhikesavara

Guardian)

Registration No. 444/2516

Lopburi style, 12th Century A.D.

Sandstone, Height 175 cm.

Found from the excavation of Ku Noi, Na Dun

district, Mahasarakham province

This standing male sculpture has broken

feet that are torn away from the knees, both of the

arms are also missing. The facial feature is square in shape wearing the banded head
gear with the hair dressed into a high crown of cylindrical form that has an open,
wide rim. In the middle of the forehead, a third eye is situated. He is decorated with
a necklace and earrings, clad with draped clothing. The robe end is tucked at the left
lap by wrapping it around right lap. The fishtail-like robe end hangs in the front at the
same length as the lower hem.

The upper part of cloth, with a fan-shaped end, is tucked over the belt
suggesting the Khmer art dressing style of Angkor Wat type. There is a trace of a
Katha (a mace) appearing between the feet, suggesting that this standing idol is
holding the long shafted weapon.

The third eye, in iconography theory, identifies this sculpture as Lord Shiva,
the mighty god of Hinduism who bore the third eye in the middle of his forehead as
an extraordinary characteristic feature.

On the other hand, based on the traces of holding a mace, this male
sculpture is similar to the Dvarapala sculpture found at Ban Khok Sung; Sra Kaew
province which was created in the same art style, so some scholars have assumed
that this figure might be a Dvarapala (Guardian) called “Nondhikesavara™ which has

always been found associated with Dvarapala named “Mahakala™.
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12. Buddha image in the attitude of
subduing mara

Registration No. 270/2516

Lan Chang style, 18th Century A.D.

Bronze, Height 30 cm. Width 8.50 cm.

|

Remove from Ministry of Interior

This Buddha Subduing Mara is seated on a
high raised platform pedestal of Laotian style, called

“Aiewkhan” decorated with fretwork of foliate mo-

tifs. The characteristics of the image are a broad forehead, arched eyebrows, sleep-
ing eyes, a long and slender nose, thin lips, long ears down to the shoulders, small
pointed hair curls with a marked line of hair edge, a high shape halo with cutaway
end, and the lower part of halo was decorated with a lotus petal shape. Clad in open
mode that leaves the right shoulder bare, both nipples are visible, the straight end of
the robe extends down to the waist marked by a fillet. |
These characteristics are specific to the northeastern idols that were cre-
ated under the influence of Lan Chang art style from Vientiane. With each local

combination, the local variations of art style began around 18th = 19th Century A.D.

13. A seal

Registration No. 17/2536

Rattanakosin Period, 19th Century A.D.

Wood, Diameter 5.40 cm., Height 6.50 cm.

Given by Abbot of Wat Pho Non Tan, Mueang district,

Khon Kaen province

A rounded wooden seal with the pointed
curved holder, has a convex motif carved on the stamp

face. The feature is a male god (Thevada) in a flying
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appearance, holding a Kris-like weapon in his right hand and a royal long handled fan
in his left one, decorated around the edge by the flame-like running scroll design.
This seal belonged to Phra Nakhon Sri Borirak (In) the former governor of

Khon Kaen province who assumed his position during 1838 — 1864 A.D. in the reign

of King Rama Il

14. A costume of Phra Nakhon Sri Borirak (In)
Registration No. 19/2536
Rattanakosin Period, 19th Century A.D.

Silk cloth woven with brocaded designs.

Given by Abbot of Wat Pho Non Tan, Mueang district, Khon Kaen

province

This costume belonged to Phra Nakorn Sri Borirak (In) the former governor
of Khon Kaen province, who assumed his position during 1838 — 1864 A.D. in the
reign of King Rama Ill.

The characteristics are pigeon blood red silk, golden woven brocade, loose
long sleeves, a vertical collar with a front placket buttoned in the middle. This was a
dress for protocol ceremonies.

This type of golden brocaded woven silk which came from India, was a
military pension given by the King. To have cloth made of this silk type has been the

insignia of rank since the Ayutthaya period.
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15. The Buddhist Manuscript

Cabinet
Registration No. 60/2536

Rattanakosin Period, Local art style.
Wood, Height 145 cm. Width 41 ¢cm. Length

63 cm.
Given by Abbot of Wat Sra Khet, Waeng Yai

district, Khon Kaen province

This cabinet is sguare in shape with

drawers cut in the base. The appearance is flat

and open across the bottom. The lower front

Is decorated with a carved wood gusset, the two paneled door is painted with the
gold and black lacquer technique called “lai rod nam” (gold appliqué on black lac-
quer). A design of a flame-like running scroll was put in an adjoining square frame
above the picture of a scene from the Ramayana. The lateral sides are painted in the

Rajawatra design which was famous in the early Rattanakosin Period.
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